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September 2010 Newsletter
Dear Friends,

 “Never underestimate the potential and power of the human spirit.”  Unknown.
Is it possible to always rise above circumstances? How we respond to a crisis is a true measure of our humanity.

Pondering this, makes me think of Haiti……Somalia……the floods in Phakistan…...Child trafficking…...9/11…...the volcanic ash…...the global recession. How we/ you/ I choose to respond to a crisis is what makes all the difference. “Never underestimate the potential and power of the human spirit”.

South Africa recently hosted the 2010 FIFA World Cup. Millions said SA could not pull it off………but we did! It was a breath-taking success, with positive spin-offs in countless fields of life; notably in the practical matters of skill development of workers, building the stadiums and the provision of an infra- structure we so sorely need; but more importantly in the immeasurable euphoria of Nation-Building, where everyone joined together as one and welcomed visitors proudly to our beautiful land- a land united again in a fragile moment in time………..only to be plunged back into the birth pangs of a new democracy, as civil servants went on strike and a minority shamed us by their behavior………….only to bring tears of relief as volunteers served in government hospitals, cooking meals, washing dishes and laundry, changing babies’ nappies and bed -bathing the sick; or as teachers prepared lessons and posted them on Facebook or Twitter for their students because the schools were closed; and as some nurses crept into clinics in the early hours of the mornings to dispense ARV’s, before the strikers could close them down. Since the World Cup, there has been a subtle change in attitudes- many more people are prepared to contribute toward the bigger, ubuntu picture, for which South Africa is famous, and so demonstrate the potential and power of the human spirit, contributing towards a higher ideal. From brokenness a new and better thing can be born.
Phakamisa experiences that daily. Eight members of Tholuthando, our HIV AIDS Support Group, have died in the past 2 months. The group could abandon the meetings saying; “We are going to die anyway,” but instead, on a very practical level, they have started a Funeral Fund to help pay towards their friends’ funerals. I re- live the story of the Widow’s mite at each meeting, as hard come-by monies are dropped into the Funeral Fund bag, And then, on a more pro- active level, they have formed groups of twos and threes and are visiting people whom they know are HIV +ve but are not attending clinics or support groups, to encourage them to lead a new life style… consequently at each workshop we have new members… new hope…new opportunities for something better! “Never underestimate the potential and power of the human spirit”.
At the end of September the Educare classes graduate. More than just receiving an education in teaching young children, these women’s self esteem and very lives have changed through the course. 
In devotions, they often thank God, for a newly discovered or deepened relationship with God and for the new found knowledge and skill they have, which has enabled them to transform the lives of the children in their care. Eunice is one of many success stories.
Eunice started teaching 6 children in her mud home, in a very poorly resourced community. The young students made such remarkable progress, that the enrolment rapidly rose to 30. She and her husband had to hastily build 2 additional mud rooms to accommodate the children and she has plans to fence the property and build a verandah for outdoor play under shelter. The sky is the limit for her. “Never underestimate the potential and power of the human spirit”.

An orphan’s caregiver was desperately ill.  They live in a corrugated iron and cardboard lean- to in a very steep informal settlement with no running water, sewerage or electricity. Thululeni, the 6 year old little girl, whose mom and aunt died last year, was frightened and desperate to get help for her Gogo, for whom SHE was now caring. She was found sobbing uncontrollably behind her shack by a neighbour, who eventually found a rusty, wobbly, old wheelbarrow and the frail old lady was gently placed in the wheelbarrow and slowly jolted up the steep bank to the road and then pushed to the community clinic- a full day’s journey. They waited there overnight on the pavement, covered by a blanket kindly given by a passerby, with Thululeni sitting beside her Gogo. The next day she was admitted to hospital and now, 3 weeks later, is back at home, and SHE is caring for Thululeni. “Never underestimate the potential and power of the human spirit”.

Phakamisa’s donations are down by 26% this year. With an annual a budget of R2,5 million, we’ve had to draw on approximately R225 000 of our investments to date this year. 19 of our 25 staff members are sole bread winners, supporting 114 people. The project directly supports approximately 16 000 people through the Educare Centres, Caregiver Groups and Tholuthando. This letter has demonstrated the power and potential of the human spirit. How much MORE power and potential is available to us who are Jesus people, empowered by the Spirit of God?
I am  challenged to trust in  our collective goodness and unity, in the spirit of ubuntu and most of all in the power and potential of the human spirit, empowered by and united with the Holy Spirit ”...to be more than conquerors through him who loves us.”(Romans 8:37) “for we know that in all things, God works for the good of those who love God and have been called according to God’s purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

May each one of us demonstrate that divine power and potential in our everyday living, so that God’s kingdom is experienced by all.
Glenda
Glenda Howieson (co-ordinator) 
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